

Mortar/Masonry Bees and Mining Bees (Anthopora spp)
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These are both solitary bees. Like all bees they are important pollinators of plants, but unlike honey bees and bumble bees they have no workers and have no collective nest. Mortar bees excavate chambers in soft mortar joints in brick walls (approximately 20mm deep) and Mining bees will excavate chambers in soft/sandy soil. Although they are solitary they do excavate their chambers close together and thus give the impression of being a colony and occupying the same habitat. 
These solitary bees:
· are harmless (do not sting)
· are beneficial
· they do not pester people, and 
· they do not damage buildings
They look much like honey bees but are generally a little hairier.
Most calls received by RPC pest control are in late April and May for bee/wasp problems is in fact solitary bees. Solitary bees are however beneficial insects and non aggressive.
Life Cycle
The males and females are active from late April - mid June. On warm sunny days during this period they are busy constructing their chambers in mortar joints or soft/sandy soil. Despite popular belief mortar/masonry bees do not damage brickwork and mortar, and only take advantage of existing decay. They invariably choose areas that get a lot of sun and are frequently seen on South-facing elevations of buildings. 
The bees lay their eggs in their chambers, which they also stock with pollen and nectar. The chamber is then sealed.
The eggs hatch out as larvae. This feeds on the pollen and nectar left in the chamber. The larvae then pupate and subsequently hatch out as a bee and emerge from the chamber. The period of time from egg being laid to the bee emerging may take up to a year. The adult bees 


only live for a short period of time – approximately April – July and the parent bee will therefore have died before the offspring emerges.
Identification of mortar/masonry/mining bees
These bees are small bees with a similar shape to a wasp - they are frequently confused with wasps. They are active during April, May, and early June with the peak of activity in May - too early to be wasps. 
Mortar/masonry bees are invariably seen on sunny days and are active in sun facing elevations of buildings. Their activity appears a little confused as they hover over their territory looking for their egg laying chambers. They sometimes block airbricks and keyholes with mud used to construct egg chambers.
Mining bees are found on sun drenched areas of ground.  Holes in soil created by mining bees are approximately the diameter of a pencil and are distinguished by a heap of soil around the rim. 
The bees pay no attention to people.
If bees are reported active over a wide area, or tend to move with the sun, and are only seen on sunny days over a period of time, then they are probably solitary bees and not honey bees.
Treatment
Mortar bees are beneficial insects and do not sting. 
The advice given by the Building Research Establishment, Princess Risborough, Bucks is:
The only effective treatment for masonry bees is for the mortar joints in the affected area of the property to be raked out and repointed.  The joint should be raked out to a depth of 15 mm and repointed with an appropriate mortar that is not too strong for the bricks, but hard enough to discourage the bees (4:1 sand/cement is a typical industry standard).
This work should, if possible, be carried out in late summer after the bees have ceased their activities, but before frost becomes a problem. Proprietary insecticides may be used, but the degree of success is limited and cannot be guaranteed.
It is also recommend that the whole of the property is surveyed for further penetration, and further treatment carried out if necessary.
THE ONLY SURE REMEDY IS TO HAVE THE MORTAR JOINTS RAKED OUT AND REPOINTED AS THIS WILL PREVENT EITHER THE LARVAE BORING OUT OR ADULTS BORING IN.
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